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30% wrongly assume that 
maths is a talent you are 
born with, rather than a 
skill that can be learnt

Maths: Can it be learnt?



Numeracy

-Number Skills

-Problem Solving

-Logical Reasoning

What is Numeracy?
Numeracy compliments 
literacy and is sometimes 
called ‘mathematical 
literacy’.

Both skills are needed in 
order to function in modern 
life. 

Being numerate is as much 
about thinking and 
reasoning logically as about 
‘doing sums’.



Numeracy skills are used:

- at work

- in practical everyday activities

- in managing finances

- as supportive parents 

- as health patients making sense of health 
information,

- as citizens

What is Numeracy?



Helping your child 
with Numeracy



Understanding 
the methods

Asking your 
child to 
explain 
their 
method –
get them to 
teach it to 
you.

Use the 
Knowledge 
Organiser. 



Understanding 
the methods

Asking your child to 
explain their 
method – get them 
to teach it to you.

Explaining that with maths 
there is often more than 
one way to solve a 
problem. Show each other 
how you do it – and 
remember, neither of you 
are wrong!

Asking your child’s teacher if 
they can share an explanation of 
the methods with you. 

Be positive about maths 
is just as important in supporting 
your child’s learning! Make sure 
you talk positively about maths 
and how you use it in real life – this 
will help your child stick with it. 

Use the 
Knowledge 
Organiser. 



• If you don’t know something, that’s ok! Try and work out the problem 
together.

• When your child gets stuck, ask them to explain what they’ve done so far 
and what they’re finding hard. Try to help them to work out where it is 
that they’ve gone wrong.

• With older children, show an interest but let them be more independent 
and figure out problems for themselves as much as they can.

• If they’re doing well, praise your child for the effort they’ve put in. 
• Rephrase questions if needed, using things that your child is interested in.
• You might find it helpful to start a homework routine, setting aside 

homework time in a quiet place without distractions for your child.
• If the homework is too hard, speak to their teacher.

Tips for helping with 
maths homework



Every Day Activities

Take every day opportunities to practise numeracy 
skills

car journeys, holiday planning, supermarkets

positive attitude to numeracy and maths

equal priority to literacy

support the use of a calculator at home

allows children to tackle more complex problems with 
increased confidence



Time to check the finances

In  your account you have £64

You have a birthday gift to buy for 
next week

You are being paid £15 for 
babysitting

You have £8 in cash

You ned to pay £12 for cinema 
tickets

Can you buy the jeans?



sparxmaths.com

https://sparxmaths.com/


What does homework on Sparx 
Maths look like?

When you logon to Sparx all
homework set will be on the
compulsory tab

You can see all previous tasks set, with due
dates and percentage of completion.
All students must get this percentage to
100%



Bookwork and bookwork codes

Each task will have a bookwork code.

This needs to be written down in the margin
before completing the question.

Complete the question in you book, enter the
answer into sparx, then either tick or cross
your answer



Bookwork checks 

Every so often the student will be prompted to
enter an answer to a bookwork code.

This is to check that students are writing down
their working out and answers.

Students need to pass these bookwork check. If
they fail too many the system will think they
need more practice on that question.



What if your child gets stuck?  

At the bottom of each question there is a
‘watch video’ button.
Click this to find a walk through video of a
similar question.

If the video is still no help, they can come to the
Maths clinic in IT04 every lunch time to get
teacher support.



How to use Sparx Maths for revision and 
follow up from assessments 

Here you can search via the topic you need to revise
or by clip number (if given by teacher).

At the bottom of the
left side, click on the
independent learning
button



Students can boost their maths also!

By clicking on the XP boost or
‘Target’ buttons you open up further
problems to extend the knowledge
and understanding.



What happens when students use 
Sparx Maths properly?

1) Students start enjoying maths more and understand more in lessons.

2) Students like doing their homework as they feel successful.

3) Students do well in their exams.



MONDAY
Mr Mosley & Mrs Sharpe

TUESDAY
Mrs Grimshaw & Miss Fenojo

WEDNESDAY
Miss Moore & Miss Fenojo

THURSDAY
Mrs Roper & Mrs Grimshaw

FRIDAY
Mrs Begum & Mr Tilson

Every Lunchtime in IT04



It's a sad truth that not all students know their times tables off 
by heart. By not having this basic building block, problem-

solving later on is always going to be light on solving and big on 
problems. Since 2013, thousands of schools have adopted TT 

Rock Stars and their pupils too are enjoying a faster times tables 
recall speed and more confidence in maths.



• Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully 
sequenced programme of daily times tables 
practice. 

• This is personalised for each student 
depending on the areas on which the student 
struggles.

• The creation of an Avatar and the different 
competitive games make for a fun experience 
during the learning.



Online games

Gig and Garage go together to make 
Automatic Training Mode.
Probably the most personalised times 
tables training in the world!



Why are we using TTRS?

• It has already been a tried and tested program for 
primary schools, it has become used extensively –
a lot of our year 7’s are familiar with it already. 
We will  keep up this momentum.

• Times Tables Rock Stars assists rapid recall –
“what is 6 × 7” etc. – for numerical fluency.

• If this is instinctive it allows for confidence with 
using numbers.




