
Section 1: Key Vocabulary 
Tier 3 vocabu-
lary 

Definition 

Family  
diversity 

The increasing number of different types of family in 
the UK.  For example, same sex, lone-parent and 
reconstituted families are all on the increase. 

Postmodern-
ism 

A perspective that believes that we have more free-
dom and choice to be individuals.  For example, in 
the family we have more freedom to be lone-parents 
or in a same sex family as we are not bound by struc-
tures such as stigma and religion like were in the 
past. 

The Cereal 
Packet Family 

The media’s idea of the ‘ideal’ family, regularly pre-
sented in adverts and in programmes.  This family is 
the traditional or modern nuclear family, with oppo-
site sex parents and children, usually a boy and a girl. 

Divorce Laws Changes in the law that have made divorce easier or 
more difficult, such as The Divorce Law Reform Act 
1969, The Marriage Act 1994 and Legal Aid laws 

Feminist view 
of cohabita-
tion 

Feminists believe the rise in cohabiting couples is 
positive for society, as women are less likely to be in 
a patriarchal relationship if they are not married. 

Changes in the  
position of 
women 

Since the 1970s women have more rights and power 
now.  Women are more likely to work, with 50% of 
the workforce being made up of women.  Due to the 
Equal Pay Act 1970, women are entitled to equal 
pay, and so more women have successful careers 
than ever before. 

The Rise of 
Singlehood 

More people than ever before are choosing to be 
single.  This has led to more single person house-
holds.  Also the rise in divorce has led to  more men 
living alone, and the difference in life expectancy 
between men and women has meant that elderly 
women are also more likely to live alone. 

Tier 2 vocabu-
lary 

Definition 

Content analy-
sis 

A research method used to spot trend and patterns 
in media, such as different family types or gender 
roles in adverts. 

Divorce The legal dissolution of marriage 

Marriage The legal union of two people in a romantic relation-
ship 

Secularisation The decline of religion in society.  This has caused an 
increase in many different types of family. 

Stigma A mark of social shame or disgrace.  A decline in 
stigma has caused an increase in many different 
types of family. 

Section 2: Important ideas in Family 

Questions: 

Why is divorce on the 
increase? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Is the family in decline? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1.The are many reasons why divorce is 
on the increase in the UK.  For example, 
laws have made it easier for people to 
get a divorce.  Blame of one partner is 
no longer needed, due to the most re-
cent law  in 2020 that ended the ‘blame 
game’.  In addition, secularisation has 
increased the divorce rate, as many 
people no longer follow the expecta-
tions of religion, such as staying mar-
ried for life.  There is also less stigma 
attached to a divorce, it was once seen 
as unacceptable in society to divorce 
however now it is more common.  Ce-
lebrities and even the royal family di-
vorce, which makes us believe it is 
more acceptable.  Women’s position in 
society has also changed and they are 
more likely to be financially independ-
ent… however there is still a gender pay 
gap. 
 

2. There are less nuclear families now 
than there were 50 years ago.  More 
people are getting divorced, having less 
children and also choosing to remain 
single.  The Rapoports suggest there is 
family diversity and that there is not 
one dominant family type in the UK.  
Postmodernists suggest that family di-
versity shows people are breaking free 
from traditional structures of shame, 
religion and stigma.  However, remar-
riages are high, Chester suggests that 
people still aspire to be part of a nucle-
ar family and also most people are part 
of one.  Also there are different families 
emerging, such as reconstituted, same 
sex and lone parent.   

Section 3: Case Studies and Theories 
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 Sue Sharpe did research on wom-

en’s priorities in the 1970s and 

1990s.  In the 1970s young wom-

en’s priorities were to find love, 

marriage and have children.  How-

ever, by the 1990s young women’s 

priorities had changed to education 

and a career. 

 Robert Chester is a functionalist 

who said that family diversity was 

limited.  He suggested that alt-

hough there was some family diver-

sity, most people do end up being 

part of a nuclear family at some 

point in their life, whether modern 

or traditional.  Chester said that 

cohabiting couples go on to marry, 

and that divorcees marry too, and 

these families have similar roles to 

nuclear families.  He also suggested 

that many of us aspire to be part of 

a nuclear family, meaning that they 

are still the main family type. 

 Anthony Giddens believes that 

divorce is on the increase due to 

the unrealistic expectation that we 

put on marriage.  In society couples 

believe that their marriage will give 

them lifelong intimacy and satisfac-

tion.  When married couples do not 

find this in their marriage, as mar-

riages can also include conflict, they 

then divorce.  These unrealistic 

expectations have been partly 

blamed on the media’s portrayal of 

marriage such as the idea of ‘happy 

ever after’ 
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