
  

 

Section 1: Key vocabulary 

Tier 3 Definition 

Sacrament 
An outward and visible sign of an inward and 

spiritual grace/ blessing  
(e.g. marriage for Roman Catholics). 

Vows 
Promises made between the couple getting married 

with God as a witness. 

Procreation The purpose of sex is to have children 

Covenant 
An agreement (e.g. for Protestants marriage is an 

agreement between two people before God.) 

Monogamy Staying faithful and having sex with one person only. 

Pre-marital sex Having sex before you are married to someone. 

Extra-marital sex 
Having sex with someone other than the person you 

are married to. 

Promiscuity 
Having sex with multiple partners but no 

relationship. 

Heterosexual 
Someone who has a sexual attraction to someone of 

the opposite sex. 

Homosexual 
Someone who has a sexual attraction to someone of 

the same sex. 

Cohabitation 
Living in a sexual relationship with someone without 

being married. 

Consensual sex When both partners freely agree to sexual activity. 

Celibate Someone who abstains from sexual activity. 

Virgin 
Someone who has not had sexual intercourse and 

remaining sexually pure. 

Adultery 
When someone who is married has a sexual 

relationship with someone to whom they are not 
married. 

Marriage 
The legally or formally recognised union of two 
people as partners in a personal relationship. 

Divorce The legal ending of a marriage. 

Re-marriage 
Marrying someone else after you have been 

divorced. 

Annulment 
A declaration that a marriage was never a proper 

marriage in the eyes of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Tier 2 Definition 

Love An intense feeling of deep affection. 

Relationship 
The way in which two or more people or things are 

connected. 

Family 
A group of one or more parents and their children 

living together as a unit. 
 

Forgiveness 
To stop feeling angry or resentful (towards someone) 

for an offence, flaw, or mistake. 

Section 2: Marriage 

What do Christians believe about marriage? 
* It is a part of God’s plan for creation: “That is  
why a man leaves his father and mother, and is  
united with his wife and they become one flesh.”  
(Genesis 2:24) 
* It is life-long: “Till death us do part.” (Marriage vows) 
* It provides a support for husband and wife: “For better, 
for worse…” (Marriage vows) 
 
What do Humanists believe about marriage? 
* Humanists believe that you don’t have to be married 
before you live with someone or have children, though 
you may choose to have a public ceremony, “Marriage is 
not an essential feature of a good relationship.”  

Section 3: Sexual Relationships 

        All Christians believe that adultery is wrong as it breaks the 
wedding vows to be faithful to each other, as it says in the Ten 
Commandments: “You shall not commit adultery.”  
  
Many Christians (Roman Catholics and Evangelicals)  
believe that sex should only happen within marriage, 
 therefore sex before marriage is also wrong, “flee from sexual 
immorality…” (1 Corinthians 6:18) 
 
Liberal Protestants do not regard sex before marriage as sinful so 
long as it is within a long term committed relationship. They 
interpret sexual immorality (an act of sex which is wrong) as 
promiscuity and adultery.  
 
What is the purpose of sex according to Christianity? 

- to create children – this should be within marriage; 
- to strengthen the love between a man and a woman, who 

have made a lifelong commitment to one another.  
 
What do Humanists believe about sexual relationships? 
Humanists do not disagree with sex before marriage BUT premarital 
sex is only acceptable within certain limits: 
A sexual partner should be single or at least separated from a 
previous partner – cheating on someone is wrong, it should be 
within a committed relationship – high levels of promiscuity are  
disliked. 
 
What about same sex relationships? 
* The Roman Catholic Church does not accept same-sex couples. 
They encourage people who are attracted to the same sex to remain 
within the Church, but not to have any active sexual relationships. 
 
 - ‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman.” (Leviticus 18:22) 
 
* Quakers (a group of people with Christian heritage) make no 
distinction between homosexual or heterosexual couples and will 
perform a marriage ceremony for a same sex couple.  
 
* Humanists believe people should be free to marry who they 
choose so long as they are old enough. 
 - It is wrong for those who disagree with homosexuality to impose 
their views on others through the law. 

Section 4: Divorce  

What do different denominations (types) of Christian 
believe about divorce? 
* Roman Catholics believe that divorce is wrong because: 
- Marriage is a sacrament, once God has given his blessing 
He cannot take it away;   
- It goes against Jesus’ teaching: “What God has joined 
together let no man separate.” (Matthew 19:6) 
- People took vows, “For better, for worse” – they should 
try to sort out their problems, not just end the marriage 
because the marriage is not working out smoothly; 
- If a couple divorce then the chances of one of the 
partners forgiving the other is reduced, whereas if they 
stay together they may forgive each other. 
 
Protestants believe that whilst divorce is not desirable, 
Jesus preached forgiveness. 

- People can make a mistake in their choice of 
partner; 

- People take their vows in good faith, but 
insoluble (impossible to solve) problems arise, 
which cause a lot of suffering and make it 
difficult for the vows to be kept. 
 

As marriage is a covenant between two  
people, it is possible for it to be broken, 
and divorce can therefore be an option. 
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