
Subject: History Year: 9 Summer 2: First World War – Part 3 and Germany Part 1 

Section 2: Key Ideas/People 

Why was Germany defeated? 

Section 1: Key Vocabulary 

Tier 3 vocabulary Definition 

Article 48 (n) An emergency law which allows the president 

to suspend the constitution and pass laws 

without asking the Reichstag. 

Reparations (v) A fine the German government was forced to 

pay due to its involvement in the First World 

War. Germany was ordered to pay £6.6 Billion 

to the winning nations.  

Total War (v) All citizens, at home and fighting on the front 

line must take an active part in the war.  

Weltpolitik (n) Literally meaning ‘World Policy’ this was the 

Kaisers plan to turn Germany into a global 

power.  

Tier 2 vocabulary Definition 

Abdicate (v) To give up the throne of a country. 

Chancellor (n) In Germany, the chief minister or Prime 

Minister of the Government. 

Constitution (v) Set of rules by which a country is governed by.  

Imperialism (v) The idea of expanding a nations land and 

power by gaining colonies. 

Mutiny (v) Rebellion by soldiers or sailors who refuse to 

take orders. 

Surrender (v) To stop resisting an enemy and submit to 

them. 

Socialism (v) A system of government which supports 

democracy and greater government 

involvement in the economy and society.  

Armistice (v) A ceasefire, after which, the terms of a treaty 
are negotiated. 

Semi-Independent 
(n) 

An area that controls some parts of its rule but 
is mainly ruled by the controlling government 
or nation. 

Section 3: Chronology 

 
March 1917 Tsar Nicholas II, leader of Russia, abdicates 

leaving behind a provisional government. 

March 1917 USA intercept the Zimmerman Telegram 

informing them of Germany suggesting a 

secret alliance with Mexico. 

April 1917 America declares war and officially enters 

the First World War.  

November 1917 A second revolution in Russia, led by Vladi-
mir Lenin overthrows the government. 
Russia becomes a Communist country. 

1918 Germany develop and use ‘anti-tank guns’ 
that could be used at long rage and pene-
trate the side of a tank.  

March 1918 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed. The treaty 
secured Russia’s exit from the was but was 
harsh. Russia lost much of its land and 
natural resources.  

21st March Ludendorff or Spring Offensive began with 
an artillery bombardment. 

15th July 1918 Final German attack in the Ludendorff 
Offensive, and their last offensive attack in 
the war.  

8th August 1918 Allied troops launch retaliation for Luden-
dorff offensive, the Hundred Days offen-
sive. 

October 1918 The British HMS Argus becomes the 

worlds first aircraft carrier, however the 

war ends in the following month and the 

ship plays no part in the conflict.  

9th November 

1918 

Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates and flees to 

Holland. A temporary government is set 

up in his absence. 

11th November Armistice is agreed ending war at 

11:00am. 

War at sea and British Naval blockade: 1915 Germany 

importing half as many good before the war, food riots 

in German cities in 1916, 120,000 people died of starva-

tion in 1916 and by 1918 420,000.  

USA enters the war: Morale boost for allied soldiers, 2 

million American soldiers join war effort, American sol-

diers join the Hundred Days offensive. 

Failure of Ludendorff Offensive: Germany looses 

around 800,000 troops during attack, Ludendorff need-

ed 200,000 troops a month to keep war effort going but 

Bolshevik (Russian) Revolution: Russia sign Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk and exit the war, revolutionary ideas 

spread to Germany to overthrow the Kaiser, linked to 

increased strikes and riots in 1918. 

Development of the tank: Germany only produced 20 

unconvinced of its value, British and French produce 

thousands and use on Western Front. 

Defeat of Germany’s allies: The Bulgarian Army surren-

der on 29th September 1918, Turkey surrenders in Oc-

tober and on 3rd November Austria-Hungary defeated 

by Italian troops. 

German Revolution: Drop in morale on the home front 

combined with food shortages led to mutinies. Navy in 

Kiel mutiny spreading rebellion across Germany. The 

Role of Foch and Haig: The best known French and 

British generals. Some argue they were reckless with 

their men's lives, others argue regardless of brutality 

Retrieval: Artillery bombardment, offensive, Weltpoli-

tik, tank warfare, treaty, imperialism. 


