
Geography—Changing Economic World   
Economic development and quality of life 

Section A: Key vocabulary 

Tier 3 Definition 

Development 
(n) 

The progress of a country in terms of economic 
growth, technology and welfare. 

Development 
gap (n) 

The differences in levels of development be-
tween the world’s richest and poorest coun-
tries. 

Human      
Development 
Index  (n) 

HDI—Development measure using GDP per 
capita, life expectancy and adult literacy.  Given 
as an index figure. 

Transnational 
Corporation 
(n) 

TNC—A company that operates in more than 
one country. E.g. Google, Apple, Coca Cola. 

Primary    
industry (n) 

The extraction of raw materials from the earth, 
e.g. mining, farming 

Secondary 
industry (n) 

Manufacturing raw materials, e.g. factories 

Tertiary    
industry (n) 

The service sector, e.g. teacher, shop worker, 
call centre worker. 

Quaternary 
industry (n) 

The knowledge sector, including scientific re-
search, development and IT. 

Tier 2  Definition 

Colonialism 

(n) 

When a powerful country controls other coun-

tries and uses its resources to increase its own 

power and wealth. 

Disparities (n) Big differences 

Limitations(n) Restrictions, restraints or barriers. 

Migration (n) Movement (from one place to another) 

Quality of life 

(n) 

The degree to which a person is healthy, com-

fortable and able to enjoy life.  

Section B: Key ideas 

Causes of uneven development 

Physical Economic Historical 

Climate Poor trade links Colonialism 

Poor farming land Debt Conflict 

Extreme weather Lack of education 

 

Few raw materials Primary economy 

Lack of safe water Corrupt government 

Natural hazards 
Poor health and 
water quality 

Strategies to reduce the development gap  

Aid  
A form of help given from one country to 
another. This could be in the form of mon-
ey or goods.  

Debt relief  
Debt is money owed. Debt relief means 
that (usually a country) is let off paying 
part of or all of their debts. 

Fair trade 
When producers in LICs are given a better 
price for the goods they produce. 

Industrial develop-
ment 

Introducing new industries to an area to 
improve the economy.  

Intermediate 
technology 

Simple, easily learned and maintained 
technology used in a range of economic 
activities serving local needs in LICs 

Investment Putting money into something for a profit.  

Microfinance 
loans 

Very small loans given to people in LICs to 
help start a  small business 

Tourism A holiday or visit. 

Section C: Key information 

Demographic Transition Model 

A model showing how populations change over time in 

terms of their birth rates, death rates and total popula-

tion size 

 

 

 

 

The Gambia: example of how tourism in an LIC 
can be used to reduce the development gap.  

How does 
The Gambia 
attract tour-
ists? 

Beaches; a range of ecosystems; histori-
cal sites; all year roundwarm climate; 
culture; English speaking; 6 hour flight 
from UK. 

How does 
tourism re-
duce the 
develop-
ment gap? 

Multiplier effect: tourist spending posi-
tively impacts The Gambia. Poverty rates 
declined, improvements in health (HIV/
AIDS). Tourism contributes to 20% of GNI 

Is tourism 
sustainable? 

Health crises (Ebola, 2015 and Corona-
virus 2020) impact tourism; corrupt lead-
er Jammeh refused to step down in 2017 
and British tourist told not to visit. 

Words you have seen before:  LIC (low income coun-

try),  HIC (high income country), NEE (newly emerging 

economy), development measures, such as adult litera-

cy rate, birth rate, life expectancy. See year 8 autumn 

knowledge organiser.  


