
Section A: Key vocabulary 

Tier 3 vocabulary Definition 

Episodic  
Made up of a series of separate parts or 

events 

Anthropomorphism 
Giving human characteristics to ani-

mals 

Semantic field 
A collection of words in an extract that all 

link to an idea or concept 

Previously seen  subject terminology  

Metaphor Simile 

Sensory language  Inference  

Tier 2 Vocabulary Definition 

Colonialism (n) 

(post-colonialism) 

When a country occupies and gains full or 

partial control over another country, often 

exploiting the colonized country’s resources 

Antagonise (v) 

To purposefully create a conflict with some-

one else. We also call the character that 

causes problems and obstacles for the main 

character (the protagonist) the antagonist.  

Vengeance (n) 
A bit like revenge—seeking punishment for 

an injury or wrong 

Vindictive  (adj) Having an extreme  desire for   revenge  

Predatory  (adj) 
The behaviour of an animal that hunts oth-

ers; also someone who exploits others 

Astute (adj) 
Being able to observe and judge other’s be-

haviours accurately 

Demise (n) The fate or death of someone  

Confrontation (n) An argument or dispute  

Section B: Key Quotes  

‘The strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength 

of the wolf is the pack’ 

‘Thou art of the Jungle and not of the Jungle. And I am 

only a black panther. But I love thee, Little Brother’ 

‘my heart is heavy with things I do not understand’ 

‘as I returned to my jungle, so thou must go back to men at 

‘The reason the beasts give amongst themselves is that Man 

is the weakest and most defenceless of all living things’ 

‘Thou mayest be cast out of another pack. Men are only men, 

Little Brother, and their talk is like the talk of frogs in a pond’ 

Section C: Key Context and Literary Heritage 

19th Century context 

Rudyard Kipling was born in Bombay, India (now Mumbai) 

in 1865. He describes his first impression of growing up in 

India as ‘daybreak, light and colour and golden and purple 

fruits at the level of my shoulder’. He wrote poems and 

stories and was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 

1907. His views and writing can be considered controver-

sial due to his pro-Empire stance, however his impact on 

popular culture cannot be ignored. In later life, Kipling 

regretted some of his more patriotic or jingoistic writing in 

the aftermath of WW1, in which he lost his son. 

Glossary: 

Patriotic: strong support and love for your country 

Jingoistic: an extreme form of patriotism, which can en-

courage war and aggression 

Aftermath: the consequences of an important or unpleas-

ant event 

Modern context 

The Jungle is a prominent setting in this novel and Kipling 

portrays a rich view of the natural world. However we 

know today that the rainforests and wildlife he describes 

are now in great danger from deforestation and climate 

change. Rainforests only cover 2 percent of the total sur-

face area of Earth yet about 50% of animals and plants on 

Earth live in rainforests. A swathe of rainforest the size of 

40 football pitches disappears each minute. Ancient Indian 

forests are in great danger from agriculture and industry, 

prompting fears over the future of animals made so fa-

mous in Kipling’s ‘The Jungle Book’ 

Y9—The Jungle Book 

Key Concepts 

AMBITION POWER HOPE 

IDENTITY REDEMPTOIN REVOLUTION 

INEVITABIILITY  LOYALTY LOSS 

HIERARCHY MORALITY PERCEPTION 

OPPRESSION BELONGING ADVERSITY 

PREJUDICE ANTITHESIS HUBRIS 

DECEPTION GENDER EXPLOITATION 

CONFLICT LOVE ALLUSION 

HERITAGE   



Section C cont’d: Key Context & Literary Heritage  

 
Ancient Myths have helped to form the basis of much western 

literature and are    frequently alluded to throughout the ages 

 
The Elizabethan (1558-1603) & Jacobean era was a very im-

portant era for theatre and poetry. Shakespeare is a key writer of 

tragedy and comedy as well as many sonnets 

 
The Enlightenment (around 1685-1815) built upon the science of the 

previous Renaissance period. Emphasis was placed on reason, logic & 

science in writing and philosophy. 

 

The Romantic era  (around 1780—1850) was a movement against the 

logic of the Enlightenment and also a warning against the growing industri-

alisation of Britain. Romanticism emphasised the intense and often irra-

tional emotions of the individual, and celebrated the natural world. 

 

Springing from Romanticism, the Gothic genre emerged with some of the 

first novels to be written. Looks at morality, sin and the supernatural, and 

as time went on it also explored psychological gothic horror. It is still a 

popular genre today. 

 

The British Empire began in the 16th century, but the Industrial Revolution 

of the 19th century saw it expand massively as resources were exploited 

and used to build Britain’s wealth. Many writers including Kipling are influ-

enced by colonialism 

 

Post-war and post-modern literature is a far-reaching genre, which en-

compasses allusions to previous literary movements , writing from differ-

ent cultures as well as reviewing past events with feminist or post-colonial 

viewpoints. 

Section D: Previous and Future Learning 

Previous important learning 
Autobiography Shaping identity and exploring perspectives 

Poetry Exploring historical context leading up to British colonial rule of India 

Romeo and Juliet Exploring conflict, consequences and identity 

Future important learning  
Dracula Explores a different element of 19th century writing: the Gothic. 

19th Century novel: 

A Christmas Carol/

Frankenstein 

‘A Christmas Carol’ is a 19th century novel which consider social respon-

sibility and morality. Frankenstein is a Romantic novel which examines 

our sense of belonging and the impact of society on the individual. 

‘The Jungle Book’ is published in 

1894, at the height of the British 

Empire.  

In 1858, British governance of India is taken over by the Crown (Queen Victoria). This 

begins the period known as ‘The British Raj’ which refers to the period of time when 

Britain ruled and governed India. However before this, the East India Company  (a 

British trading company) had held rule in India for many years.  

In 1876, Queen 

Victoria is named 

‘Empress of India’ 


