
Section 2: Image 

‘The best-laid schemes o’ mice an ‘men / 

Gang aft agley’ Robert Burns, 1785 

 

Section 3: Key Concepts 

The concepts highlighted are focused on in this unit. 

AMBITION BELONGING 

IDENTITY ANTITHESIS 

INEVITABILITY GENDER 

HIERARCHY LOVE 

OPPRESSION HOPE 

PREJUDICE REVOLUTION 

DECEPTION LOSS 

CONFLICT PERCEPTION 

POWER ADVERSITY

REDEMPTION HUBRIS 

LOYALTY EXPLOITATION 

MORALITY ALLUSION 
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Tier 3 Vo-

cabulary 

Definition 

Allegory 
A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to re-

veal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one.  

Definite 

article 

the word the used in English to refer to a person or thing 

that is identified or specified  e.g. ‘the’ 

Indefinite 

article 

The word to refer to a person or thing that is not identi-

fied or specified  e.g ‘a’ 

Modal verb 
Expresses possibility or need: may, must, might, shall, 

should... 

symbolism 
The use of symbols or objects to represent ideas or quali-

ties important to the writing 

imagery 
an author's use of vivid and descriptive language to add 

depth to their work, often through sensory language 

narrative 

voice 

The eyes the reader reads the story through, how narra-

tive is presented. The characteristics of the person nar-

rating. Poems are usually  written using the poet’s voice 

or voice of a character. 

foreshad-

owing 

an advance sign or warning of what is to come in the 

future  

Tier 2 

Vocabulary 
Definition 

Privilege 
a special right or advantage available only to a particular 

person or group.  

Discrimina-

tion 

The unjust or prejudicial treatment of different catego-

ries of people. 

Hierarchy The ranking of people in order of importance. 

Segrega-

tion 
The enforced separation of different ethnic groups.  

Migration  
movement of people to a new place in order to find work 

or better living conditions  

Oppression  Prolonged unjust treatment of groups by authority  

Objectifica-

tion 

The action of degrading someone to the status of a mere 

object. . 

Section 4: Context  

Topic      Context 

 

John Stein-

beck 

Born 1902 in Salinas, California. Steinbeck had a 

dream of being a writer. He wrote ‘Of Mice and Men’ 

in 1936/7. Steinbeck worked as a farm labourer on 

ranches. His writing was socially motivated: he wanted 

to change the world through his writing. Of Mice and 

Men was published in 1937 

Great De-

pression 

The Wall Street Crash of 1929 led to long term unem-

ployment with no help for the people from the gov-

ernment. One third of the American population was 

unemployed. People lost everything. 

Dust Bowls 

The effect of over farming and drought. The soil 

turned to dust. People lost their jobs and homes. Forc-

ing many to migrate. 

Migrant 

(itinerant) 

workers  

People moved from ranch to ranch to find work. 

Workers like George and Lennie didn’t have a perma-

nent base and few employee rights. Families were 

separated and the women often left to fend for their 

children alone. 

Discrimi-

nation 

The under-privileged had few rights. Discrimination 

was rife whether you were poor, female, disabled or 

from a minority ethnic group. Even the discriminated 

against the discriminated. 

The Ameri-

can Dream  

The idea that if you worked hard America would pro-

vide—you would become rich whoever you were.  

Key anti-

discrimina-

tion 

dates . 

USA 

 

1984: the last state ratified (agreed to) the 1919 

amendment giving women the vote. 

1865 Abolition of Slavery 

1963 Martin Luther King makes his ‘I have a Dream’ 

speech. 

Civil Rights Act 1964—equal employment rights.  

1965: Martin Luther King leads  the Selma to Mont-

gomery marches.                    



Section 5: Previous and Future Learning 

Previous important learning 
Romeo and 

Juliet (Y8) 

Love and loyalty as a source of tragedy.  

Class novel 

(Y7) 

The construction of story: characterisation, narrative, setting, 
Freytag’s pyramid etc.  

Art of Rhet-

oric (Y8) 

What the big issues in society? How are people able to share 

their perspectives and voices?  

Future important learning  

A Christmas 

Carol (Y10) 

How stories are constructed as form of social protest. The im-

portance of family , friendship and redemption.  

Macbeth 

(Y10) 

How ambition can lead to downfall.  

AIC (Y9) How stories can be considered ‘social protest’ 

In 1785 Robert Burns pub-

lishes ‘To a Mouse’. The po-

em is written in the Scots 

language. It tells a story of 

Burns ploughing in the 

fields. 

How has this influenced wid-

er literature and media to-

day? 

In 1925, The Great Gatsby is 

published by F. Scott Fitzger-

ald. The book creates an 

image of the decadence and 

party lifestyle of 1920s 

America. 

How does this influence our 

understanding of Of Mice 

and Men? 

In 1952, Invisible Man is published by 

Ralph Ellison. It focuses on black identity 

and is a central text in the American 

movement known as the Harlem Renais-

sance. Ellison identified his novel as 

different to the ‘social protest’ novels 

featuring African Americans before. 

How does social protest literature change 

after Of Mice and Men? 


