
History (1): Inter-War Years and the Second World War—Autumn Term  
Section A: Key vocabulary 

Tier 3  Vocabulary Definition 

Armistice  (n) 
An agreement made by opposing sides in a war 
to stop fighting.  

Treaty of Versailles 
(phrase) 

A peace treaty signed in June 1919 to assign  
blame for World War One.  

Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk (phrase) 

A peace treaty created by Germany to allow 
Russia to leave World War 1.  

Rhineland (n) 
An area of land in Germany which is closest to 
the boarder with France.  

Anschluss (n) 
The annexation (take over) of Austria by Germa-
ny in 1938.  

League of               
Nations (n)  

The first worldwide intergovernmental or-
ganisation which aimed to keep peace in 
Europe.  

Isolationism (n) 
A policy of avoiding conflict with other countries 
or nations and putting your country first. 

Appeasement  (n) 
To pacify (calm) or give in to a country or per-
sons demands to satisfy them. 

Tier 2  Vocabulary Definition 

Annex (v) 
The taking over of a country without their per-
mission.  

Crisis  (n) A time of danger or difficulty. 

Riot (n) 
A violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd of 
people.  

Blockade (n) When access into a country is stopped. 

Foreign              
policy  (n) 

A governments idea or plan of how to deal with 
another country.  

Appeasement (n) Pacifying a country to avoid war / confrontation.  

Conflict (n) A serious disagreement or argument.  

Aggression (n) A feeling of anger resulting in violent behaviour  

Militarise (v)  
To build up your armed forces e.g. army, navy, 

air force.  

Section B: Key foreign policy ideas  

Germany and ending the Treaty of 

Versailles 

The German people hated the 

Treaty of Versailles as they didn’t 

believe World War One was their 

fault. Part of Hitler’s campaign was 

that he promised to destroy the 

Treaty. He did this by rearming his 

country and increasing the amount 

of men in the army, remilitarising 

the Rhineland, creating an An-

schluss with Austria and taking 

back land which Germany had lost. 

This was a very aggressive            

foreign policy. 

Britain and the policy of appeasement 

Neville Chamberlain was the Prime Min-

ster of England after World War One. He 

had a policy of isolationism and appease-

ment. As a result of the domestic  prob-

lems (problems within England) Cham-

berlain wanted to appease (please) Hitler 

and other  aggressive countries (Italy and 

China) in order to avoid war. This policy 

ended when Hitler invaded Poland in 

1939 and sparked Britain’s entry into 

WW2.  

 

Questions:  

1. Give one  way in which               

Britain and Germany’s                

foreign policy differed.  

2. Why did German people 

hate the Treaty of Ver-

sailles so much? 

 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. Britain’s policy was based on 

peace and avoiding war where as 

Germany wanted to gain land 

and destroy the peace treaty.  

2. The Treaty of Versailles forced     

Germany to accept guilt for 

starting World War One and 

forced them to pay lots of money 

to France, Britain, America and 

Belgium.  

 

Section C: Timeline of Key events  

August 

1914 
The First World War begins 

1916 
Britain being their blockade on German 

ships 

April 1917 America joins the First World War 

Nov 1917 
Russia surrender and leave the First World 

War 

Nov 1918 
The Armistice is signed ending the First 

World War 

June 1919 The Treaty of Versailles is signed 

1931 Manchurian Crisis 

1935  Abyssinian Crisis 

1935 Hitler introduces conscription  

1936  Hitler remilitarises the Rhineland 

1938  Hitler signs the Anschluss with Austria 

Sept 1938 
Hitler and Chamberlain sign the Munich 

Agreement 

Nov 1938 Hitler invades the Sudetenland 

Sept 1939 
Hitler invades Poland– the Second World 

War begins 

June 1940 Dunkirk 

July 1940 Battle of Britain 

Dec 1941 Pearl Harbour 

June 1944 D-Day 

Aug 1945 
America dropped the atomic bomb called 

’Fat Man’ on Nagasaki  in Japan. 

Sept 1945 The Second World War ends  

 

Words and themes you’ve seen before: 

Parliament– This is a group of people voted in by the British population 
that create laws. 

Conscription— To make it compulsory (to force) people to enlist or sign 
up to the armed forces. 

Invasion—To take over a country by force e.g. using the armed forces. 


