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How to prepare for your Teacher Training Interview 
 

 Be prepared 
  

Think carefully about your reasons for applying for the course and your interest in becoming a teacher. This is 
your chance to stand out from the rest. Think carefully about what you can bring to teaching that others may 
not be able to offer. 
 
Research the course and institution you're interviewing for thoroughly (recent OFSTED report), as well as the 
issues surrounding education and teaching in general. Research current issues in education show interest and 
commitment.  Policies and practices change quickly, so your knowledge needs to be up to date. 
 
You can’t know everything, but demonstrate that you can reflect intelligently on the experience and knowledge 
that you do have.  
 

 What to expect on the day 
 

The format of the interview will normally involve: 
 

 a presentation on a specific subject 
 a group task to show communication, listening and reflective skills 
 a classroom observation activity on a specific topic 
 an interview 
 Literacy Test 

 

 What to say 
 

Demonstrate a number of qualities. Tailor your answers and contributions to reflect these qualities: 
 

 a commitment to, and understanding of, primary or secondary education and the role of the teacher 
 good personal, intellectual and communication skills 
 a positive attitude towards children and working with young people 
 an enthusiasm for, and understanding of, your subject(s) and teaching in general and clear and accurate 

spoken English 
 

 Questions to consider prior to your interview 
 

1. Why exactly do you want to be a teacher?  
 

2. What qualities do you think make a good teacher?  
 

3. Do you have any skills, experience or interests that you think relate to being a teacher?  
 

4. How much of your degree do you think is relevant to the subject you want to teach?  
 

5. Have you ever been in a situation when you've had to make a difficult topic interesting and 
accessible?  

 
6. What are your opinions about current educational issues?  

 
7. How do you ensure that you respect and include people of all backgrounds as you go about your 

daily life?  
 

8. Do you have any other skills or interests that you think a school might be interested in?  
 

 Useful websites 
 
http://newteachers.tes.co.uk/news/how-prepare-your-teacher-training-interview 
 
http://newteachers.tes.co.uk/content/what-makes-good-itt-interview-candidate 
 

GOOD LUCK 
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