
 

 
Format of the Interview Day – SECONDARY CANDIDATES 

 
 
PART 1 - All candidates will undertake (not necessarily in this order): 
 
TASK 1 
 

 20 minute interactive mini-lesson (which will be observed) with a small class (12-15) of Year 8 
students on the following topic; 

 
“Teach an area of your subject that students would find fascinating, consider how you would check 
their understanding of what you have taught them”. 
 
It is likely that this will be a mixed ability class with students having differing levels of understanding of 
your subject 
 
It is up to you how you wish to deliver the content for this activity.  Please let us know the format of this 
activity and any resources you will require so these can be put in place in advance. 
 
During this activity the SCITT Team will be assessing your ability to engage students, your subject 
knowledge, and your classroom presence.  We understand that this may seem a daunting task, but we are 
looking for early indication of your potential to become an outstanding teacher. If you have any questions 
prior to the day, please do not hesitate to contact us for further clarification. 

 
 
TASK 2 
 

 a short 10 minute presentation (in a format of your choice) to a panel on misconceptions in your 
subject (select your subject from the list below);  

 
“What would you do to overcome this misconception, and what other misconceptions do you think 
there are in your subject.  Why do you want to be a Teacher?” 
 
The presentation panel will include ITT staff and other candidates. Please let us know the format of your 
presentation so we can ensure the facilities are set up for you in advance. 
 
During this activity the SCITT Team will be assessing your subject knowledge, knowledge of subject 
misconceptions, and presentation skills. 
 
TASK 3 
 

 a written Literacy Test (20 minutes) – Reflection on the mini-lesson 
 
During this activity we will be assessing your level of written literacy, looking the standard level of 
literacy expected within a classroom. 

 

Candidates will be advised if they have been shortlisted through to the interview stage 
 
PART 2  
 
INTERVIEW 
 

 a 20/30 minute interview with a small panel of staff 
 
To help you prepare for your interview the attached guidance “How to prepare for your ITT Interview” has 
been prepared to support you which we hope you will find useful. 
 
Throughout the day staff involved in the interviews and activities will be assessing applicants, their 
suitability to work with children, experience, qualifications (and subject knowledge) and potential to 
become a teacher. 
  



 

 
 

Subject Misconceptions 

Maths 
A common student misconception is that when adding fractions together the 
students add both the nominator and denominator. 

Biology Students confuse the concepts mitosis and meiosis 

Business Studies A common misconception is that students confuse productivity and production 

Physics A common student misconception is to confuse mass and weight 

Chemistry 
A common student misconception is that students fail to understand the Law of 
Conservation of Mass 

English 
A common student misconception is that students struggle to apply the correct 
rules for apostrophe. 

D and T 
A common student misconception is that they struggle to apply ratio and 
measurement correctly in their work. 

Art and Design 
  

A common student misconception is that they confuse what is meant by shading a 
drawing. 

Computer Science 
A common student misconception is that the Internet and the World Wide Web are 
the same thing 

History 
A common student misconception is that they struggle to understand chronological 
order of key historical events. 

Geography A common student misconception is that they misunderstand scale and distance. 

RS A common student misconception is that belief is the same as faith 

MFL A common misconception is that all children learn language in the same way 

Primary A common misconception is that the sun moves around the earth 

Music A common misconception is that students confuse pitch and volume 

Social Science 

A common misconception when teaching research methods, is that students often 
fail to understand the difference between target population and sample. How 
would you explain and illustrate the difference between these two concepts? 
 

 


