
Tier 2 vocab- Definition 

Supernatural A force beyond the laws of nature 

Prophecy A prediction of the future 

Paradox/ical A contradictory statement 

Patriarchal A society in which women are considered inferior.  

Contempo- Belonging to the present time.  

Cowardice Lack of bravery. 

Fruitless Pointless 

Diabolic Characteristics of pure evil 

Manipulate Make someone behave a certain way 

Compas-

sion 

Feelings of pity 

Contem-

plate 

Think about 

Depravity Moral corruption and wickedness 

Chaos Disorder and confusion 

Equivoca-

tion 

Being purposely confusing to conceal the truth. 

Tyrant A cruel ruler. 

Machiavel-

lian 

Cunning and scheming. Especially when it comes 

to politics and power. 

Section 2: Key Themes 

Appearance vs reality 

Loyalty/trust vs betrayal/revenge 

Fate vs free will 

Gender, masculinity and feminity 

The supernatural 

Ambition vs guilt 

Kingship vs tyranny 

Order vs chaos 

 

Section 3: Key Concepts 

The concepts highlighted are focused on in this unit. 

AMBITION BELONGING 

IDENTITY ANTITHESIS 

INEVITABILITY GENDER 

HIERARCHY LOVE 

OPPRESSION HOPE 

PREJUDICE REVOLUTION 

DECEPTION LOSS 

CONFLICT PERCEPTION 

POWER ADVERSITY

REDEMPTION HUBRIS 

LOYALTY EXPLOITATION 

MORALITY ALLUSION 

Section 4: Key quotes 
Fair is foul, and foul is fair; 

Hover through the fog and 

filthy air" (1,1)  

"O valiant cousin, worthy gentle-

man" (1,2)  

"Stars, hide your fires;/ Let 

not light see my black and 

deep desires" (1,4)  

"I do fear thy nature: It is too full 

of the milk of human kind-

ness" (1,5)  

Come, you spirits/ That tend 

of mortal thoughts, unsex me 

here/ " (1,5)  

"Look like th'innocent flower but 

be the serpent under't"(1,5)  

"Or art thou but/ A dagger of 

the mind, a false creation 

proceeding from the heat 

oppressed brain" (2,1)  

"A little water clears us of this 

deed./ How easy is is then" (2,2)  

He hath a heavenly gift of 

prophecy, 

And sundry blessings hang 

about his throne 

That speak him full of grace. 

(4.3)  

I am in blood 

Stepped in so far that, should I 

wade no more, 

Returning were as tedious as go 

o'er. (3.4)  

"There's daggers in men's 

smiles" (2,3)  

Out, damned spot, out I say! (5.1)  

Section 5: Image 

Macbeth meets the witches 
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Tier 3 vocabulary: recap 
Iambic pentame-

ter 

Couplet Juxtaposition 

Soliloquy Hamartia Prose 

Tragic hero Chiasmus Pivotal moment 

Dramatic irony Epithet Foreshadowing 



In 1605, the gunpowder plot 

attempted regicide by trying to 

kill James I. 

How does this affect your un-

derstanding of Macbeth? 

The Witchcraft Act was passed in 

1563, making it legal to kill a 

witch. 

How does this affect your under-

standing of Macbeth? 

Section 6: Previous and Future Learning 

Previous important learning 
Dracula (Y8) The supernatural 

AMSND (Y7) Supernatural, the dramatic form, soliloquy 

R&J(Y8) The dramatic form, conflict, power, hubris, fate 

AIC (Y9) The dramatic form, theatre as a comment on society 

Future important learning  

T+P poetry 

(Y10) 

Conflict, inevitability, ambition, place 

Paper 1 

(Y11) 

Exam knowledge 

Macbeth died on August 15, 1057, 

17 years to the day since becom-

ing King. 

How does this affect your under-

standing of Macbeth? 

In 2018, the re were 19 sizeable 

theatre productions of Mac-

beth in the UK. There have nev-

er been so many competing 

performances of the same play 

in the same year. 

How does this affect your un-

derstanding of Macbeth? 


